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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


1  o-p 


Dear  Badio  Farm  Director: 


August  d, 
Letter  rio.  531 


Beir^  iiniied  to  you  this  afternoon  are-  full  details  (in  U5DA  re- 
lease 1738-52)  of  the  removal  of  quarantine  on  yesloi0.ar  exantheme.  in  four 
States  and  reduction  or  revision  of  quarantine  areas  in  others. 

Twelve  States  are  now  partly  or  entirely  under  quars.ntine--Alatama, 
Nei^raslca,  Oregon,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ga].ifornia,  Illinois,  lo^/a,  Kansas,  - 
Missouri,  South  Dakota,  Washington,    Eogs  from  quarantined  areas  cannot  cross 
State  lines  except  for  shipment  directly  to  approved  plants  for  imnediate 
federally  inspected  slaughter  and  proceosing. 

The  disease  has  no  affect  on  humans ...  the  slaughter  program  is 
"being  followed  to  eradicate  the  disease  among  the  animals. 

Anything  you  can  do  to  enlist  farmers*  help  in  reporting  suspi- 
cious cymptoms  of  the  disease  will  be  of  help.    The  visiole  symptoms  are 
almost  the  same  as  foot-and-mouth  disease.    However,  V.E..,.as  it's  "being 
called. .does  not  affect  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats.    Infected  hogs  develop 
blisters  on  the  tongue,  snout,  and  ahout  the  hoof.    As  they  break  and  form 
raw  spDts,  th-e  hogs  hecome  lame  and  often  refuse  to  eat.    Although  "V.E. 
seldom  results  in  death  of  other  tlmn  the  young  pigs,  it  does  result  in 
a"bortion,  loss  of  weight,  and  longer  feeding  periods.    Hog  raisers  are  urged 
to  report  these  symptoms  immediately  to  State  or  local  veterinarians  or  a 
representative  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry ^ 

Latest  On  Drought  '  '        '  ■ 

Drought,  particularly  in  the  Southeastern  States,  has  "been  getting 
a  goodly  amount  of  attention  here  in  the  Department  this  week.    You've  "been 
sent  UBDA  releases  1677-52  and  1729-52  with  details  of  the  emergency  drought 
disaster  meeting  in  Nashville  last  Friday  and  the  announcement  that  hay  woull 
"be  moved  to  the  drought  areas  from  the  North  Central  States. 

A  meeting  of  Mobilization  Committee  members  from  seven  States  here 
in  Washington  this  afternoon  has  been  drawing  up  the  concrete  plans  for  get- 
ting this  hay  from  five  States --Indiana,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
Wisconsin  to  the  disaster  area  States.    Full  details  of  this  plan  are  now 
i?ko^r?^^^^^^^^^         ^^^^  ^®  mailed  you  yet  this  afternoon  in  USDA  release 
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Grassland  Goals 

UBDA  release  I7IT-52  this  veek  trou^ht  you  details  of  grassland 
goals,  a  new  phase  of  the  over-all  goals  program  for  '53.    County  and  State 
Mo"bilization  committees  have  "been  notified  and  will  "be  working  with  estab- 
lishing grassland  goals  for  (1)  pasture  and  hay  land,  (2)  range  land,  and 
(3)  land  which  should  grow  cover  and  soil  "building  crops.    They're  "hest 
"bets"  for  getting  the  story  at  your  local  level. 

Fewer  Forest  SFires 

Numher  of  forest  fires  dropped  a  fifth  diiring  *51  as  compared  to 
'50.  Total  number  was  the  lov^est  since  19h6»  Forest  service  folks  in- 
terpret the  drop  as  an  indication  of  increased  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Araerican  people  to  prevent  forest  fires.  The  area  "burned  showed  an  even 
greater  decrease  last  year,,. in  part  due  to  increased  organized  forest 
fire  protection  given  privately  owned  land  "by  the  States.  Exact  figures 
on  acres  "burned  per  State  in  *50  and  '5I  are  ava.ila"ble  in  USDA  release 

Facts  on  Farm  Facilities 

From  time  to  time  a  good  many  of  you  have  requested  information 
on  the  percent  of  farms  he,ving  electricity,  radios,  television  sets,  tele- 
phones, running  water,  etc.    Enclosed  is  "Trends  in  Selected  Facilities 
Available  to  Farm  Families"  with  such  information  included.    Think  you'll 
find  it  helpful  as  air  material  and  as  reference  bulletin  as  well. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows. 

CBS  Farm  News. .  .Satui'days  3:3G  to  3:k^  EDT.    Claude  ^fehoney 
presents  news  and  features. 

NBC  National  Farm  and.  Home  Hour. , .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EBT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Jack  Towers.    August  I6  feature  covers  growing  of 
shade  tobacco  in  Connecticut  River  Valley  and  part  agricidtural  research 
has  played  in  this  crop.    Originates  V/TIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  RFD  Frank 
Atwood  inte3rviewing  Dr.  Paul  J,  Anderson,  Head  Tobacco  Research,  Conn. 
Ag  Experiment  Station;  Ellsworth  Newberry,  tobacco  grower,  South  Windsor, 
Conn.,-  and  Mr.  Eggo  Tempel,  ^r.  Imperial  Agricultural  Club,  farming  800 
acres  in  Valley.    August  23  feature  originates  6th  International  Grass- 
land Congress  at  Penn  State  College,    Homer  Martz,  PvFD  at  KDKA,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  interviews  Dr.  P.  V.  Cardon,  Chairman^ Organizing  Committee  and  other 
guests , 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  EDT.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Bob  Crom  and  Jack  Towers,    August  I6  feature  tells  the 
story  of  the  development  of  the  Extension  Service  in  the  Philippines.  J, 
V.  Hepler,  formerly  of  USDA,  is  interviewed  by  Jack  Towers,    August  23 
feature  is  from  the  International  Grassland  Congress  with  Jack  Towers  as 
emcee,  . 
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Grassland  Congreee  Tape^  Service 

A  last  minute  reminder  of  the  tape  service  that's  "being  offered 
for  the  Sixth  International  Grassland  Congress  starting  the  17th.  Elton 
Tait  of  Penn  State  is  handling  all  of  the  requests  for  recorded  material 
on  the  event*  Rush  joiir  tape  and  instruct  ions  on  recoiding  and  the  type 
of  information  you  want^  to  him.  In  addition  to  special  recordings  for 
single  stations,  there  vill  also  "be  regional  tapes  made  for  genei'al  dis- 
trihutlon  if  you  vant  them.    Notify  Elton  NOW  as  to  what  you  vant. 

American  Institute  of  Go operation      .  . 

Just  a  reminder  to  those  of  you  near  East  Lansing  about  the 
2kth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation,    The  event 
starts  Sunday  the  10th  and  contiiiuea  tlirough  the  l4th.    Hovard  Hass  of 
Michigan  State  College  iias  set  up  a  special  recording  service  for  RFD's 
who  are  unahle  to  attend.    Just  send  tape,  recording  instructions,  and 
an  outline  of  the  material  wanted,  to  Howard.    He  has  also  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  special  room  ths-t  can  he  used  "by  EFD's  attending  the  meeting 
to  record  their  own  material. 

Advance  Copies  of  19^2  Yearhook  ■       '  ' 

"Insects,"  the  1952  Agricultui-al  Yearhook,  will  "be  ready  for 
mailing  "before  long.    Although  the  material  will  not  he  available  for 
general  release  mitil  August  2h,  you  may  get  review  copies  before  that 
date.    This, is  a  repeat  of  cur  offer  in  last  week's  special  issue  of 
this  letter. 

Quite  a  few  of  you  will  no  doubt  be  getting  them  from  your 
Congressman  or  Senator,    But  if  you  don't  have  a  copy  coming.  Just  ad- 
dress your  request  to  Radio  and  Television  Service,  USDA,  Washington  29, 
D .  C , ,  and  we ' 11  take  care  of  it , 

Heating  the  Farmhouse 

Just  a  note  about  the  bulletin  "Your  Farmhouse  Heating."  It*s 
USDA  Miscellaneous  Publication  639,  and  deals  with  all  types  of  heating 
for  farmhouses,  from  fireplaces  to  the  various  furnaces.    Now's  a  good 
time  of  the  year  to  be  getting  heating  plants  ready  for  the  cold  weather. 

AAACE  Works  for  Professional  Advancement 

The  recent  Clemson  meeting  of  AAACE  spent  quite  a  bit  of  time 
disQussing  the  proposed  professional  advancement  program  with  the  Kellogg 
Foundation.    As  the  program  now  stands,  the  project  would  be  set  up  in 
some  college  or  imiversity  to  develop  work  in  agricultural  Journalism. 
The  new  officers  were  given  povrer  to  conduct  further  negotiations  with 
the  Kellogg  people  and  get  the  project  rolling  if  possible. 
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Farm  Machinery  Supplies 

Because  of  the  recent  steel  strike,  we're  told  that  supplies  of 
tractors  and  other  agricultural  machinery  will  "be  in  shorter  supply  in 
1953.    The  most  serious  problem  is  still  crawler  tractors,  as  military 
orders  for  these  are  especially  heavy.    Pre-steel  strike  production  was 
already  "behind  schedule.    Supplies  of  hale  ties  and  wire  seem  to  he  ade- 
quate for  this  year,  as  do  cotton  hale  ties.    Exparaied  production  of  alu- 
minum sheeting  for  roofing  should  offset  losses  of  galvanized  steel.  There 
has  heen  a  serious  shortage  of  tin  can  metal  this  year,  hut  that  seems  to 
have  heen  relieved  so  that  no  perishahle  foods  will  he  lost. 

Machinery  Replacement  Program 

As  many  of  you  know,  the  folks  in  the  Treasury's  Savings  Bonds 
Division  have  developed  a  Machinery  Replacement  Program  for  farmers »  Un- 
der this  project,  a  farmer  puts  into  hond.s  each  month  the  amoimt  of  de- 
preciation of  his  farm  machinery.    When  it  comes  time  to  replace  the  ma- 
chinery, funds  are  then  available  to  finance  the  change.    This  Is  especial- 
ly significant,  as  a  large  part  of  our  currently  used  farm  equipment  was 
hought  immediately  following  World  War  II,  and  will  prohahly  wear  out  "all 
at  once."    Farm  folks  can  quite  likely  help  themselves  over  a  rough  spot 
hy  using  this  program. 

School  Lunch  Program 

With  the  youngsters  soon  heading  hack  to  school,  allocation  was 
made  last  week  of  well  over  $65  million  to  states  for  local  school  use. 
Each  federal  dollar  will  he  matched  hy  $1.50  from  local  sources.    Last  year 
more  than  nine  million  school  children  were  included  in  the  program, 
tlirough  56,000  different  schools. 

Illinois,  Ohio,  and  New  York 

Further  detail  on  the  Yugoslav  delegation's  itinerary,  promise! 
you  in  the  July  25  letter,  is  that  it'll  he  in  Chicago  on  August  Ih  to 
discuss  and  review  parts  of  the  farm  equipment  industry.    Their  contact 
is  Mr,  E.  N.  Gulp... The  Oliver  Corporation.    On  the  evening  of  the  Ihth  : 
they  move  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  Guy  Eummon  will  he  host  to  the  group  as 
they  visit  the  grape  production,  breeding,  and  mnagement  work  at  the  Ohio 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 

Monday,  August  I8  will  find  them  in  North  Collins,  New  York,  at 
the  Growers  and  Packers  Co-op  Canning  Company;  August  19-20  they'll  visit 
the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  (contact  is  A.  J. 
Heinicke)  and  on  August  21  they'll  make  their  final  stop,  before  returning 
to  Washington,  at  Ithaca  to  visit  Cornell  University,    Dr.  Lincoln  Kelsey 
is  contact  there. 

DO  YOU  WANT  A  *52  YEARBOOK?  SEE  PAGE  3 
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FCIC  Fays  Off 


Federal  Crop  Insurance  folks  here  In  the  Department  report  that 
they'll  pay  heavy  indemnities  on  manj'  of  the  77,000  contracts  they  have  in 
the  recently  designated  drought  disaster  areas.    Among  the  1,079  counties 
in  the  ten  states  where  all  or  a  part  of  the  counties  have  "been  declared 
disaster  zones  since  July  3  "because  of  the  drought,  there  are  111  counties 
that  have  crop  insurance  programs  covering  investments  in  tohacco,  cotton, 
or  comhinations  of  crops.    The  total  coverage  provided  "by  these  contracts 
in  this  disaster  area  exceeds  $35,000,000. 

For  Instance,  in  Tennessee  alone,  nearly  30,000  farmers  in  23  of 
the  State's  9^  counties  have  Federal  Crop  Insurance  policies  that  will  re- 
turn them  their  investments  in  tobacco,  cotton,  or  a  combination  of  several 
crops,  if  they  fail  to  get  their  money  back  from  their  production  effort 
this  yeB.r,    More  than  one-thii^  of  the  farmers  in  these  counties  are  in- 
sured and  the  coverage  under  their  all-risk  insurance  policies  ie  around 
$10,000,000. 

Many  wheat  growers  in  New  Mexico,  Texas,  Montana.,  Colorado,  and 
North  Dakota  are  receiving  indemnity  checks  covering  investments  only  be- 
cause the  rains  didn't  come  in  time  to  save  their  winter  wheat  crops.  In 
Montana  alone  it  is  estimated  that  wheat  insurance  indenmlties  will  reach 
$3,000,000.  . 

Incidentally,  crop  insurance  sign-ups  for  protection  in  1953 
and  subsequent  crop  investments  are  now  under  way  in  all  winter  wheat  areas. 
Farmers  have  only  until  August  31  in  most  areas  to  sign  up  for  policies. 
State  and  county  PMA  offices  can  provide  information  on  what  crops  are 
covered  in  each  county  and  how  crop- investment  insurance  can  be  taken  out. 

More  on  Cover  Crop  Drive 

Just  out,  and  enclosed,  is  a  fact  sheet  gotten  up  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  drive  for  encouraging  greater  use  of  cover  crops  that  we 
mentioned  in  our  June  27  letter.    As  you  well  realize,  specific  recommenda- 
tions for  cover  crops  will  have  to  come  from  State  and  local  levels  due  to 
the  vide  variation  from  State  to  State,  in  some  cases,  even  county  to 
county.    Think  you'll  find  local  Extension  specialists,  land-grant  colleGe, 
and  State  experiment  station  folks  particularly  helpful  in  making  these 
re  c  ommendat  i  ons . 

A  lot  of  material  has  gone  this  week  to  State  and  county  PMA  and 
Agricultural  Mobilization  committeemen  concerning  the  use  of  cover  crops. 
Most  of  this  material  is  intended  for  radio  or  newspaper  use.    Would  sug- 
gest contacting  these  folks  for  possible  interviews  and  program  material. 

j^jrJg!^  Cotton  Expectations 

First  estimate  of  the  '52  cotton  crop  came  out  at  11  a.m.  this 
morning.    Expectations  as  of  August  1  were  for  14,735,000  bales.  That's 
about  3  percent  less  than  the  *51  crop  and  according  to  my  arithmetic, 
about  1,265  bales  or  7.9  percent  below  the  '52  goal  of  I6  million  bales. 
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Aimyvonaa  On  March 

I  The  annyvona  GutTjreak  in  V/lscoiiein  continues  to  move  north^mrcl.  { 

Northern  Illinoie  farmers  report  several  hundred  acres  of  com  dcmiaged  \ 
during  recent  weeks  as  armyvoims  moved  from  timothy  and  oats  into  the  comi 
fields.    Last  week  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan  also  reported  outbreaks 
"big  enough  to  require  chemical  control  measures, 

AjiiQn|g  Ourselves 

This  week  we  say  "both  "good-hye"  arid  "hello"  to  Maynard  Speece. 
Maynard  ha,B  resigned  ae  our  USDA  television  specialist  effective  August 
1^  to  "become  Farm  Service  Director  of  WCCO,  Minneapolis.    He  succeeds 
PvFD'er  Larry  Haeg,  who  "becomes  general  manager  of  WCCO.    Maynard 's  pioneer- 
ing in  agricultural  television  programing  has  "been  highly  successful. 
It's  our  loss  and  WCCO's  gain  that  Maynard  is  going  hack  to  his  home  State. 
Although  we  can't  replace  a  television  expert  overnight,  our  work  will  be 
continued.    We  won't  say  "good -"bye"  to  Larry  as  I  expect  we*  11  "be  seeing 
him  from  time  to  time. 


The  Paymaster  Network,  a  commercial  farm  service  project,  has 
completed  its  Jo"b  and  ceased  operations.  Using  eight  Texas  stations  in 
six  different  areas,  the  "Paymaster  Noonday  News"  farm  show  was  used  to 
develop  a  feed  "business  in  the  area.  Now  that  they've  accomplished  the 
Jo'b,  Bill  Tipton  says  tightening  of  the  "budget  is  forcing  them  to  drop 
the  shows. 

Herb  Plambeck,  \JEO  BPD,  lias  been  named  chairman  of  the  Iowa 
"Register  and  Vote"  committee. 

Phil  Alampi,  and  other  WJZ  personalities,  were  guests  last  Wed- 
nesday for  a  Ivmcheon  on  board  the  S,  S.  United  States. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Aes't  Director  of  Information 
for  Eadlo  and  Television 

ENCLOSURES: 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No.  Ih 
Trends  in  Selected  Facilities  Available 
to  Farm  Families 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Director? 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


August  22,  1S52 
Letter  No.  532 


Jack  Tovers^  Just  \^fik''frxm  Perm  State,  reports  some  1>00  dele- 
gates from  51  countries  attending.  "  VJhile  there  lining  up  two  network  shows 
he  got  to  see  some  of  the  RFD's  covering  the  event,  and  reports  impressive 
machinery  and  farm  equipment  exhibits,  forage  drying  demonstrations  and  the 
like.  .  Ted  Eutchcroft  is  vjorkiiig  With  Elton  Tait  to  fill  the  numerous  re- 
quests for  tapes  from  you. ETD's. 

Incidentally,  sorie;  of  you  may  want  to  catch  interviews  with  some 
of  .the  foreign,  delegates  oh  the  tours  scheduled  for  the  coming  week.  The 
foiAT  tours,  August  24  to  Septemher  1,  as  outlined  in  materials  sent  you 
earlier,  will  cover  Midwestern,  Northeastern,  Southern,  and  VJestem  grass- 
lands areas  respectively. 

Foot -and -Mouth  in  Canada 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  the  Canadian  government  proclaimed  thjat 
country  free  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  and  removed  all  restrictions  on  move^ 
ment  of  livestock  within  their  "border.    However, U.  S.  restrictions  on  meat 
and  livestock  import  from  that  country  are  still  in  affect  and  will  stand 
until  announced  othen/ise  "by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

PMA  Committeemen  Elections 

County  PMA  committeemen  elections,  usually  held  in  Octo"ber  and 
November,  are  "being  moved  up  to  August  in  some  areas  where  farmers  want  to 
get  an  early  start  on  the  '53  ACP  program. 

Bugs  of  the  Week 

One  of  the  worst  insect  out  "breaks  ever  to  occur  in  the  northern 
Pocky  Mountains  is  taking  place  as  the  tree -killing  Engleman  Spruce  Beetle 
continues  to  lay  waste  to  trees  in  that  area.    Nearly  5*^  million  dollars 
worth  of  spruce  are  already  dead  or  infested.    Logging  companies  are  work- 
ing hard  to  salvage  as  much  of  the  infested  sprue©  as  possible. 


Next  USDA  Price  Report  Out  August  2^ 


Eayl  Which  Way^s  Best? 

Just  out  is  a  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  report  on  findings  in  Belts - 
ville  studies  comparing  the  efficiency  of  various  methods  of  h^arvesting  and 
preserving  forage.    Four  methods  of  harvesting  and  preserving  alfalfa  vere 
compared. ,.  .field  curing,  "barn  cuz-^ing  (^.rith  and  without  heat),  dehydration, 
and  making  silage. 

From  the  standpoint  of  lahor  and  machineiy  they  found  it  took  thie 
nest  lator  and  machinery  to  harvest  a  ton  of  dry  matter  from  rain-damaged 
field  cured  hay,  vhich,  incidentally,  vas  the  poorest  in  feeding  value. 
There  vas  very  little  difference  hetveen  the  lahor  and  machinery  needed  for 
making  uilted  silage,  ham  cured  hay,  or  field  cured  hjay  under  good  veather 
conditions.  They  concluded  that  dehydration  of  alfalfa  at  the  h-ay  stage  is 
not  practical  on  the  average  farm  due  to  fuel  and  lahor  costs c 

Over-all  results  showed  that  harvesting  alfalfa  as  chopped  wilted 
silage  and  ensiling  it  in  tower  silos  was  the  most  practical  and  efficient 
of  the  methods  studied  under  the  conditions  of  this"  experiment,    Ahout  the 
same  amount  of  dry  matter  was  preserved,  hut  more  carotene  was  preserved  than 
when  the  crop  was  "barn  cored.    Earn  curing  with  or  without  heat  was  the  next  ■ 
most  efficient  procedure,  follov/ed  "by  field  curing  with  no  rain  damage. 
Greater  losses  of  dry  matter,  protein,  and  carotene  occurred  with  field  curing 
under  excellent  weather  conditions  than  with  "barn  curing  or  in  making  wilted 
silage.    Still  greater  losses  occurred  with  field  curing  when  the  crop  was 
rain-damaged,  making  field  curing  a  very  inefficient  procedure.  •  ■ 

As  for  the  feeding  value .tests  showed  the  forages  cured  hy  the 
various  methods  were  all  ahout  eaual  in  feeding  value  except  the  rain-daij^ged 
field-cured  hay,  which,  of  course,  was  lower  in  feeding  value. 

Although  our  supplies  of  the  IC-page  report  are  not  large  enough 
to  permit  us  to  send  all  FFD's  a  copy,  those  interested  in  further  details 
on  the  study  can  get  them  for  the  asking. 

Tip  on  X-Disease 

Dopartment  and  S:ate  anim^al  disease  specialists  are  recommending 
that  farmers  keep  cattle  away  from  tractors  and  farm  implements,  oil  drums 
and  grease  cans.    Studies  show  that  motor  oils  and  grease  are  apt  to  contain 
chemicals  that  cause  X-disease,    Another  precaution  is  to  avoid  letting  ani- 
mals graze  in  grease -soaked  areas  in  feed  lots  or  pastures. 

Besearchors  agree  that  catile  may  "become  affected  with  X-disease 
from  exposure  to  or  taking  into  the  digestive  tract  certain  chlorir^xted  naph- 
thalenes contained  in  some  luhricants. 

The  USM  is  carrying  on  cooperative  research  projects  on  the  di- 
sease with  experiment  stations  in  Tennessee,  Georgia,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ilehraska,  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Vfisconsin,  Alahama,  Michigan,  Oklahoma,  and 
Virginia.    Future  research  will  look  for  other  possible  causes  of  the  di- 
sease and  attempt  to  develop  methods  of  prevention  and  control. 
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Four  States  Start  Y.S.  Eradication 

On  Wednesday  of  this  veek  you  vere  sent  complete  details  on  the 
Federal-State  indemnity  program  set  up  in  Georgia,  Horth  Carolina,  Iowa, 
and  Vfeshington  to  help  wipe  out  vesicular  exanthema  as  quickly  as  possible 
with  the  least  economic  loss  to  producers.    Complete  details  were  in  U5DA 
release  1837-52, 

Packer  and  Stockyard  Kule  Eevisions  Considered 

Department  officials  have  announced  that  revisions  in  the  regula- 
tions governing  the  livestock  marketing  and  meat  packing  industrieL^  will  he 
considered  at  a  series  of  nine  hearings  in  major  livestock  ma^rketing  areas 
throughout  the  country. 

Some  of  the  changes  to  be  considered  at  the  hearings  will  deal  with 
such  things  as  information  to  he  shown  on  scale  tickets;  limitations  on 
speculative  operations  of  auction  market  em.ployees;  requirements  for  persons 
employed  as  weighers  at  supervised  markets;  requiring  packer  scales  to  "be 
inspected  and  tested  periodically;  and  certain  other  changes,    VJhile  some 
of  the  proposed  changes  clarify  regulations  now  in  effect,  others  are  in- 
tended to  correct  conditions  about  which  market  patrons  have  complained  for 
years . 

Dates  and  locations  of  the  hearings  are:  Sept^  8,  5,.  10  a.m, , 
Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. ,  Chicago,  111;  Sept.  IC,  9  a.m..  Post  Office  Bldg., 
St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Sept,  11,  9  a.m..  Western  Livestock  Reporter  Bldg.,  Billings, 
Mont,;  Sept.  12,  9  a.m..  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg,,  Portland,  Ore.;  Sept.  I5, 
9  a.m.  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg,,  Denver,  Colo.;  Sept.  I6,  9  a.m..  Livestock 
Exchange  Bldg,,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Sept,  17,  9  a.m..  Livestock  Exchange 
Bldg.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Sept.  I8,  9  a.m..  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg,, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.;  and  Sept.  19,  9  a.m.,  Room  3 709 -South  Building,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C, 

Hew  Dairy  Breed 

Development  of  a  new  breed  of  dairy  cattle  vrith  some  "dual  purpose" 
qualities  has  resulted  from  kO  years  of  study  by  the  Jamaica  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Science.    It's  the  "Jamaica  Hope"  breed  tracing  in  part  to 
cattle  imported  from  India. 

Smokey  Needs  Help 

Smokey,  the  fire  prevention  bear,  and  Department  foresters  are 
urging  folks  planning  forest  vacations  this  season  of  the  year  to  be  care- 
ful with  fire ., .particularly  cigerettes,  cigars,  etc.    This  is  the  real 
forest  fire  season  and  we  need  only  look  at  past  years'  records  to  realize 
the  need  for  caution.     Out  of  the  l6h  thousand  forest  fires  last  year  19 
out  of  20  vere  man-caused.    Better  tlian  one  out  of  ten  of  those  were  started 
by  careless  smokers,  another  one  out  of  ten  by  brush  and  trash  fires  that 
got  out  of  hand.    You  RFD's  can  help  cut  forest  fires  by  reminding  folks 
planning  to  visit  our  national  forests  of  the  causes  of  forest  fires. 
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TTev  Grade g  for  Hogs  and  Hog  Carcasges 

The  Department  announced  neir  Federal  grade  standards  for  slaughter 
"barrows  and  gilts  and  "barroir  and  gilt  carcasses  last  veek.    As  you  know, 
they've  "been  under  consideration  "by  producers  and  the  trade  since  Octoher 
of  last  year.    The  new  grades  are  effective  Septemher  12. 

They  are:    Choice  No,  1  -  Slaughter  hogs  irith  atout  the  minimum 
finish  required  to  produce  high  quality  pork  cuts. .. (Usually  yield  ahout 
50  percent  of  their  carcass  weight  in  the  four  lean  cuts  of  liams,  loins, 
picnics^  arji  Boston  "butts). 

Choice  llo,  2  -  Slaughter  hogs  producing  high  quality  pork  hut 
slightly  over-fat  and  yielding  carcass  cuts  that  require  somewh^at  heavier 
trimming, ..  (Usually  yield  a"bout  ^5  to       percent  of  their  carcass  weight  in 
trimmed  loins,  hams,  picnics,  and  Boston  "butts) . 

Choice  No.  3  -  Slaughter  hogs  producing  high  quality  pork  "but  de- 
cidedly overfatc. . .  (Normally  yield  less  thj=n  ^5  percent  of  their  weight  in 
the  four  lean  cute ) , 

Medium  -  Slaughter  hogs  which  are  slightly  underf inished  and  as 
a  result  produce  fla"b"by  and  slightly  soft  cuts  with  little  mar"bling.  (Yield 
of  lean  cuts  is  proportionately  high  "but  the  ratio  of  total  lean  and  fat  to 
hone  is  slightly  low). 

Cull  -  Hogs  of  this  grade  are  decidedly  underf inished,  and  al- 
though they  produce  carcasses  with  a  high  ratio  of  lean  to  fat  the  cuts 
are  very  inferior  in  quality  and  are  suitable  only  for  use  in  processed 
meats. 

Use  of  the  new  grades  will  not  necessarily  mean  more  money  for 
all  hogs,  hut  should  result  in  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  money  paid 
for  hogs. 

For  Garden  Interests 

Those  of  you  with  gardening  shows  may  be  interested  in  three  new 
garden  chrysanthemums  developed  by  the  Department.    They  are:    Thor,  a  semi- 
double  dark  lavender;  Glorious,  a  double  lemon  yellow;  and  V^hite  Cap,  a 
semi -double  white, 

Thor  is  well  suited  for  border  planting.     It  grows  no  higher  than 
10  inches.    At  Beltsville  it  blooms  from  the  middle  of  September  into  October, 
The  flo'jers  are  2f  to  3  inches  across. 

The  flowers  of  Glorious  and  White  Cap  are  borne  on  long  stems, 
excellent  for  cutting.    At  Beltsville,  plants  of  Glorious  grow  from  36  to 
k2  inches  high.    Those  of  White  Cap  are  from  20  to  26  inches  high.  The 
flowering  period  for  both  is  early  October.    Flowers  of  Glorious  are  2  to 
2\  inches  across.    Those  of  White  Cap  from  2^-  to  3  inches. 


All  three  new  varieties  have  "been  gro^-m  in  trials  in  Georgia, 
Kansas,  and  Kentuck;}^.    Thor  and  '-.Tp-ite  Cap  also  have  s'no\m  up  veil  in  tests 
in  Illinois,  Massachusetts ,  MichiQ-an,  Minnesota,  Nev  Jersey,  Nev7  York,  Ohio, 
Pennsj'lvania,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  Uashingtonc    Glorious  and  V.'hite  Cap  have 
"been  tested  "by  cooperators  in  Connecticut  and  California. 

The  new  varieties  will  he  listed  in  nursery  catalogs  as  soon  as 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  stoc3c  is  available ,    The  Department,  of  course^ 
hjas  no  plants  or  propagating  material  for  distribution. 

Side  Note 

If  you  haven't  already  done  it..cnow's  a  good  time  to  do  a  hit 
of  s^jirveying  in  one  way  or  another  and  see  how  close  corn  storage  facilities 
on  farms. . .th^t  is^  crihs  and  ■bins,..cone  to  matching  the  expected  crop  in 
your  area.    If  your  conclusion  is  that  more  storage  will  he  needed,  you 
may  he  interested  in  doing  a  hit  of  promotion  on  itc 

The  Department  has  these  oulletins  thjat  may  he  of  help:  "Storage 
of  3ar  Corn  on  the  Farm"  F.B,  2010;  "Storage  of  Small  Grains  and  Shelled 
Corn  on  the  Farm"  F.B..2C09;  arji  plans  for  huilding  an  "Inclined -Coluonn 
Grain  Drier"  leaflet  31^.    And,  in  most  cases,  plans  for  cribs  arid  bins 
suited  to  your  area  can  be  gotten  from  the  local  Eirbension  office,  larjd- 
grant  colleges,  or  State  experiment  stations. 

Size  of  Farm  TV  Audience 

Alice  Skelsey  ret^jjrned  to  the  fold  a  few  weeks  ago  arjd  h^as  beer- 
busy  finishir^  up  some  v^riting  jobs.    She  took  time  out  from  this  work  though 
to  manipulate  some  statistics  from  various  sources  and  employ  several  mathe- 
matical formulae  and  came  up  with  the  following  figures  for  farm  TV  audience. 
As  of  y&j  1952  about  VJ/l  of  total  TV  sets  were  on  farms --an  estimated 
lU, 588,000.    She  finds  th-at  during  the  time  period  of  from  12:00  noon  to 
6:00  p.m.  Monday  th-rough  Friday,  the  approximate  potential  farm  television 
audience  th-roughout  the  country  was  about  3,209,3^^),    Approximately  13^'  of 
the  farm  families  of  the  United  States  h^ve  television  sets, 

Vhj  the  Demaril  for  Castor  Oil? 

Some  of  you  may  h-ave  been  wondering  just  who's  using  all  the  castor 
oil  and  just  why  there's  such  a  drive  to  step  up  castor  bean  production. 

No,  lie  can't  credit  it  to  a  gross  change  in  the  younger  generations 
attitude  toward  the  product.    Castor  oil  and  its  derivatives  are  in  demE.nd 
for  military  purposes,  mainly  for  use  in  lubricating  oils,  special  tough 
nylon  plastic  coatings  for  combat  communications  wire,  all-purpose  greases 
and  hydraulic  fluids.    It's  also  used  as  a  plasticizer  in  thie  manufacture  of 
military  fabrics  and  explosives.    The  largest  single  use  of  castor  oil,  after 
dehydration,  is  as  a  varnish  oil  in  protective  coatings.    And  it's  also  used 
in  making  artificial  leather,  n^^lon  plastic  bristles,  printing  inks,  in  dye- 
ing fabrics,  cosmetics  and  last  but  not  least  for  medicinal  pui-'poses. 
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T'Tetvork  Fam  and  Hons  Shows 

ABC  Aes ri can  Farmer. .  .Sat ui^davs  12:30  to  1:00  SDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  and  Boh  Crom,    Aijigust  30  feature  "Seven  Ways 
to  Greater  Egg  Profit"  \d.th.W»  D,  Termohlen  of  the  Production  and  l-ferketing 
Administration.    Septemher  6  feature  originates  on  Governor  Ean  Thornton's 
ranch  in  Colorado  with  Merrill  Langfitt,  WiA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  covering 
the  stor:-^  of  leveling,  reseeding,  and  irrigation.  ^ 

WO  IJational  Fam  and  Heme  Hour. ,  .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EDT. 
"UBDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    A.ugust  3C  feature  covers  controlled  burning 
of  "brush  with  Eemry  Schacht  of  KIIBC  interviewing  Dr.  George  Hart,  Dean, 
School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Univ.  of  California,  and  Vfalt  Emriclc,  Director 
Agricultural  Extension  Ser^rice,  ^fe.dera  County,  California.    September  6 
feature  ccmes  from  TiDAY,  Fargo,  Uorth  Dakota,  and  covers  highlights  of  1552 
convention  of  the  Western  Beet  Growers  Association. 

CBS  Farm  Kews . . . Sat^ordays  3:30  to  3:^5  EDT.  Claude  ^:ahoney  pre- 
sents news  and  features, 

^^Q"^-'  High  Yielding  Onion  Hybrids  for  South 

Granex  and  Cr:j-£tal  Hybrid,  new  hybrid  onion  varieties  extensively 
tested  in  Texas  and  believed  adapted  in  the  South  from  Florida  to  California 
have  just  been  announced  by  the  Department  and  the  TeiJ^s  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station.    A  limited  supply  of  seed  will  be  available  from  commercial 
seedsmen  for  fall  plantings. 

Among  Course  Ives 

Layne  Beaty,  ex-l.'B/J',  "^^rites  from  Athens  that  he's  now  working 
with  agricultural  programs  on  most  of  the  15  stations  in  Greece.    A.lso  re- 
ports th-at  Chris  1'fe.ck,  WJO:,  is  currently  working  in  Turkey  and  Jack  Spaven 
is  in '"these  parts"  too, 

Sandy  Saimders,  V-ICY,  reports  that  his  TV  show  is  now  a  half  hour 
daily.    'He  does  the  markets  visually,  a  demonstration,  points  out  current 
agricultural  events  on  a  map,  arjd  illustrates  a  timely  tip  to  the  home 
gardeners  plus  providing  his  audience  with  some  music  on  the'  show. 

Jay  Gould,  WVO,  is  heading  up  a  "Health  From  thjg  Soil  Up"  program 
being  sponsored  as  a  public  service  project  by  his  station. 

Bob  Crom  became  a  proud  Papa  August  l6.  Wife  Lucy  pre sensed  him 
with  an  6  lb.  5  oz.  baby  girl.  Bob  held  out  against  all  pressures  to  name 
her  "Bread,"  and  she'll  be  duly  christened  "Penny  Sue."  • 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 

EFCLOSUPSS:  for  Eadio  and  Television 
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